
Lawn sweeper
from an old
hand mower
B y M A N L Y B A N I S T E R

You've gone to power for your
weekly grass-cutting chore?

Don't throw away your
push-type machine until

you've considered this
practical use for some of its parts

• MAYBE YOU hadn't thought of it, but the
parts from the old hand mower you've been
ready to toss out since you bought a new power
mower can be used to make an excellent lawn
sweeper. You dismantle the mower and throw
away everything but the wheels, wheel plates
(in older hand mowers these are castings), the

pinions and clutch pins and the bolts and re-
tainers that hold the wheels on the spindles, and
in some cases the reel bearings. Clean these parts
thoroughly in a solvent to remove accumulations
of grime and lubricant.

The brush which picks up leaves and trash
must run in a direction opposite to that of the
grass-cutting reel. This is accomplished by re-
versing the normal position of the wheel plates
and driving the brush through spur gears and a
roller chain as in Figs. 1 and 3. The former detail
of the assembly and the photos show how the
mower is altered and reassembled with a new
drive shaft, a jackshaft, to give the brush shaft
a reverse rotation to the direction of travel. The



The original wheel, with wheel plate and spur
gears, brush shaft, jackshaft and drive shaft

On the opposite wheel, the roller-chain drive
to the brush shaft reverses brush rotation


