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Recommendations

1.  Assess area to be planted both above and below ground.

2.  Select a tree of small stature that matures at a height less 
than 25 feet.

3.  Consider existing utility and gas lines above and below 
ground.

4.  Contact your utility about recommended species of trees to 
plant and tree planting programs.

Recommended Trees For Planting Under Utility Lines.

Botanical Name Common Name Height Note
Acer ginnala Amur maple 15-20 ft  Small tree native to China

Acer palmatum Japanese maple 15-25 ft Numerous varieties, colors, forms

Acer tataricum                   Tatarian maple 15-20 ft        Bushy, spreading tree

Amelanchier spp.              Serviceberries 15-25 ft        Many varieties and hybrids; a few reach 30 ft

Cercis canadensis              Eastern redbud 20-25 ft        Showy ß owers, varieties come in many colors

Chionanthus virginicus    White fringetree              12-20 ft  White, drooping ß owers. Native

Cornus ß orida Flowering dogwood 20-25 ft White ß owers, varieties come in different colors

Cornus kousa Kousa dogwood 20-25 ft    White ß owers, varieties come in different colors

Cotinus coggygria             Common smoketree  10-15 ft Avoid the American smoketree, which grows to 30 feet

Crataegus spp.                  Hawthorns 15-25 ft        Avoid Washington hawthorn, which grows to 35 feet

Hamamelis spp. Witchhazel 15-20 ft  Many varieties & cultivars; common witchhazel grows to 30 feet

Ilex x attenuata Foster holly              10-15 ft An evergreen, used as a barrier in landscapes

Koelreuteria paniculata    Golden raintree 20-25 ft Yellow ß owers in late spring, can grow to 35 feet in some 
locations

Lagerstroemia spp.          Crape myrtle 15-25 ft Many varieties & cultivars. Most grow under 25 feet in TN. 
Avoid the "tree" types

Magnolia x soulangiana   Saucer magnolia 20-30 ft Grows smaller than 30 feet in TN. Many varieties, but bold 
ß owers are susceptible to late freeze

Magnolia stellata Star magnolia            10-20 ft Delicate, white ß owers. Attractive landscape tree

Malus sp.                         Flowering crabapples 20-25 ft        Many ornamental varieties, all colors of ß owers, small fruit that 
some consider messy. Good wildlife tree

Syringa vulgaris Common lilac            10-20 ft      Small tree or large shrub
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