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eeping small poultry flocks
K healthy and productive without
using of medication requires

skilled husbandry practices. Coccidia
are common protozoan parasites. They
are present in almost all chicken and
turkey flocks. Heavy infections of coccidia
cause serious disease and will kill many
chickens. Chickens and turkeys have
different species of coccidia parasites.
Chickens cannot infect turkeys and vice
versa. Bloody diarrhea is not always
present. Chickens of all ages of chickens
can come down with coccidiosis, but 4- to
16-week-old chickens are most commonly
affected. Wet litter, poor nutrition and
concurrent immunosuppressive diseases
are the most common triggers of coccidiosis.
Chickens and turkeys that recover from the
disease will be immune.

Coccidiosis can be prevented by
three methods:

1. Raising chickens on wire. (This
method is not always reliable.)

2. Providing feed medication up to
16 weeks of age. There are many
effective anti-coccidial drugs on the
market. Amprolium™ is the most
common drug used for small flocks.
It does not require withdrawal before
slaughter at the recommended dose
level. However, coccidia parasites
may develop resistance to drugs, in
which case, the drug will not work.
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3. Vaccinating the flock. Presently,
vaccination consists of infecting young
poultry with a known dose of live
coccidian parasites. This vaccination
will immunize poultry against the
disease. It will temporarily stress the
chickens. Chickens will become
infected. They will start to shed
coccidia in the feces five to eight days
after vaccination. At that time, they
will get a second dose by ingesting
more parasites. This re-exposure is
important for good immunity.

The vaccine

The vaccine is a suspension of live
infective coccidia oocysts. There are
specific coccidia vaccines for chickens
(CoccivacD*) and turkeys (CoccivacT®).
Vaccine administration and flock
management must be done correctly.

* Presently available from Mallinckrodt
Veterinary Poultry Health Products
Group, PO Box 537, Millsboro, DE 19966-
0537, Telephone: (302) 934-9274

Fax: (302) 934-8612.






