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Some growers in Florida are switching to narrow
row production and stripper harvesting of cottonin
an effort to reduce the amount of cotton that isleft in
the field during harvest with conventiona spindle
cotton pickers. Even though seed costs will be higher
for narrow row cotton, harvest costs and higher yields
may make it more profitable. However, only a small
part of the crop is currently grown in this manner
since planting and harvest operations are quite
different from conventional row width cotton.
Farmers who grow row crops generally have their
equipment set up to plant severa crops with the same
equipment with only minor adjustments made when
changing crops. Most of the Florida cotton is grown
in 36-inch rows for weed and insect control purposes
aswell asfor harvesting with conventional pickers.
However, incorporation of genetic technology into
cotton varieties (Bacillus thuringiensis or Bt for
insect resistance, and for herbicide resistance
Roundup Ready, BXN, Liberty Link, and others) has
resulted in the ability to produce cotton in 7- to
10-inch rows and as wide as 15 inches for harvest
with a cotton stripper. This production system is
called ultra narrow row (UNR) production, which
started in Florida due to the amount of hardlock or

cotton that could not be harvested with a

conventional spindle picker. Stripper harvesters will
harvest al bollsincluding the hardlocked bolls and
those that are poorly opened. A great deal of
excitement is present in some areas of the state where
yield increases and lower harvest and labor costs have
been observed.

There are still many issues to be resolved before
UNR cotton production is widely adopted across the
cotton belt. There are concerns about uniformity of
stands (since cotton is often planted with agrain drill
or no-till drill), seed costs, plant populations,
fertilizer rates and timing, ginning costs,
marketability, bark or trash content in the lint,
spinning problems, and availability of planting and
harvesting equipment. These issues are being
addressed by researchers and growers across the
cotton belt. This article presents the most up-to-date
findings of research that has been or is currently
being conducted in Florida and other universitiesin
the southeast on UNR cotton. It is not intended to be a
definite recommendation list for everyonein all
situations but may help those who are interested in
this type of production system.
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