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CONNECT SERVICE CABLE TO
A WEATHERTIGHT SERVICE SWITCH
ON POLE PROPERLY

FUSED & GROUNDED WE ATHERSTRIP

RECEPTACLE

AR

HEATING CABLE

HARDWARE CLOTH
PREVENTS DAMAGE
TO CABLE

SASH SUPPORT

(WEATHERSTRIP) et
- GLASS SASH {3'X6)

OR FILM ON A FRAME

WEATHERSTRIP

DISTANCE BETWEEN
WALL & CABLE =1/2S

s DISTANCE BETWEEN CABLE =S
ALLOW 10 WATTS PER SQ. FT. OF BED

SAND OR SOIL
(2"

GONSTRUGTION GUTAWAY

SLOPE SASH

PERSPECTIVE

COVERING

GLASS SASH IS THE BEST TYPE OF COVERING FOR HOTBEDS, BUT
IT 1S ALSO THE MOST EXPENSIVE. OTHER MATERIAL ,SUCH AS PLASTIC-
COATED FABRIC, OR TREATED MUSLIN, PROVIDES A SATISFACTORY COVERING.

HEATING CABLE

BOTH LEAD-COVERED AND PLASTIC-COVERED CABLE GIVE SATISFACTORY
RESULTS, WHEN USED PROPERLY, IN SOUTHERN AREAS 10 WATTS
PER SQ. FOOT HAVE PROVED ADEQUATE. YOUR POWER SUPPLIER OR
QUALIFIED DEALER CAN ASSIST YOU IN SELECTING HEATING CABLE.
LAY THE CABLE ON THE SOIL AT THE BOTTOM OF THE BED.
OR, IF THE BED WAS EXCAVATED, LAY IT ON THE SAND THAT WAS
SPREAD. ON THE CINDERS OR GRAVEL.
THE SPACING BETWEEN LOOPS OR SECTIONS OF THE CABLE IS
IMPORTANT. THE FORMULA FOR THIS IS AS FOLLOWS —

12 X WATTS PER FOOT OF CABLE
WATTAGE REQUIRED PER SQ.FT. OF BED

SPACING (IN INCHES} =

THE SPACING BETWEEN THE OUTSIDE CABLE AND THE WALL 1S
HALF THE SPACING BETWEEN CABLE.

MAKE ALL CONNECTIONS TO THE HEATING CABLE WATERTIGHT TO
EXCLUDE MOISTURE. THE WIRING SHOULD CONFORM TO THE NATIONAL
ELECTRICAL COPDE AND TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE LOCAL POWER
SUPPLIER. iT SHOULD BE INSTALLED BY A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
POWER SUPPLIER OR BY A QUALIFIED ELECTRICIAN.

CONNECT A THERMOSTAT WITH AN OPERATING RANGE OF 30° TO 120°F
(5° F. DIFFERENTIAL) IN THE ELECTRIC CIRCUIT TO CONTROL THE TEMPERATURE
IN THE BED. THE THERMOSTAT MUST HAVE SUFFICIENT CURRENT-CARRYING
CAPACITY TO HANDLE THE BED OR SECTION OF BED THAT IT CONTROLS,

DO NOT PLACE THE THERMOSTAT OR BULB DIRECTLY ABOVE A HEATING
CABLE OR ALLOW IT TO COME IN CONTACT WITH A CABLE.

PRECAUTIONS

OBSERVE THESE PRECAUTIONS WHEN PLACING THE CABLE:
LAY THE CABLE IN POSITION CAREFULLY TO AVOID DAMAGING THE
SHEATH OR CONDUCTOR. KINKS MAY DAMAGE OR BREAK THE CABLE,
DO NOT CROSS. ONE CABLE OR SECTION OF CABLE OVER ANOTHER,
DO NOT SHORTEN THE LENGTH OF A CABLE. A SHORTENED CABLE

MAY BECOME TOO HOT AND BURN OUT,

HOT-BED
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Disclaimer

This site makes available conceptual plans that can be helpful in developing building
layouts and selecting equipment for various agricultural applications. These plans do not
necessarily represent the most current technology or construction codes. They are not
construction plans and do not replace the need for competent design assistance in
developing safe, legal and well-functioning agricultural building system. The LSU
Agriculture Center, the Mid-West Plan Service, the United States Department of
Agriculture and none of the cooperating land-grant universities warranty these plans.



