PLAN SERVICE

FENCELINE FEED BUNKS
FOR SHEEP

4617

NEW 01.01

This leaflet provides details for a feedlot perimeter
fence and feed bunk, designed for feeding concen-
trates and chopped forages by mixer wagon or mobile
feed mill. The main requirements for feed bunks are
good quality, rugged, practical and economical.

Two bunk types are shown (1) post and plank frame,
or (2) steel pipe and plank bunk with concrete base.
Plank or rough 1-inch boards 16 ft long work best for
the feeder fence and sloping hopper. Fence boards at
the pen side should be fastened with bolts or U-bolts
which makes it easier to adjust them up or down for
adult sheep or lambs. Plane and smooth the exposed
edges of the boards to prevent catching wool.

A sloping concrete apron is recommended to give
firm footing for sheep along the feed bunk. This pav-
ing should best be as wide as the tractor used for
feedlot cleaning. An 8 x 4-inch raised step at the
bunk helps keep manure out of the feed bunk and
gives a smooth curb for the tractor.

The steel pipe bunk is framed by setting pipe posts
into a raised concrete base that also serves as the
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bunk floor. The plan shows one method for pre-fabri-
cating the steel frame and setting it in a jig-form for
placing the concrete.

It is desirable to keep the head-space between bunk
and first rail at 8". To increase bunk height for ewes,
add a 2 x 4 to the bottom rail, and move this to the
top for lambs (see detail). Where both ewes and
lambs are fed at the same pen, it is a challenge to
keep the lambs from crawling through the feeder, and
no practical fool-proof solution is known.

BUNK SPACE: Bunk length and capacity should
meet livestock requirements. The following is a good
guide for adult sheep and feeder lambs:

Bunk space per animal - inches

Livestock type Limited Self
Feed Feeding

Ewes (dry) 16 - 20 4-6

Ewes with lambs 16 - 20 6-8

Rams 12-16 6-8
Feeder lambs to 100 Ib 9-12 1%-2

The Canada Plan Service prepares leafiets showing how to construct modern farm buildings, livestock housing
systems, storage and equipment for Canadian agriculture. Permission is given to copy this leaflet. You may contact
the Canada Plan Service through your provincial agriculture department or on the internet at www.cps.gov.on.ca
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1. pipe and plank bunk
2. wood frame bunk
3. 2x 6 x 16' rails, backer plate at joints

4.2x 6 and 2 x 4 for ewes; 2 x 6 only
for lambs (move 2 x 4 up so (6) = 8")

5. bunk back of 2" plank or 1" rough
6. 8" or adjust to suit

7. 2" galv pipe @ 8' 0" o.c.

8. 5/16" U-bolts or 3/8" bolt

9. concrete step and 4" apron slope 3%
on compact granular base; 5 ft wide or
to suit tractor tread

10. concrete bunk

11. 10M longitudinal rebar

12. 10M rebars tack weld to post for@
13. 3" round or 4 x 4" PT post @ 8' o.c.
14. 2 x 4 x 18" both sides of posts

15. 5" round or 4 x 8" PT post @ 8 o.c.
16. 19 mm exterior plywood bottom

17. suggested formwork for bunk type 1
18. pipe on steel brackets

19. highway guard rail section
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